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whole extent of the Himalayas to Kashmir. In the cold weather 
it visits the plains at the foot of the hills. I have killed it in 


the Dehra Doon. 
[To be continued. | 


XX.— Letters, Extracts from Correspondence, Announcements, &c. 
We have received the following letters addressed to “The 


Editor of ‘The Ibis’ ” :— 
Marldon, Totnes, 8th February, 1871. 


Sir,—Captain Shelley, in his very interesting paper on the 
Ornithology of Egypt, expresses a doubt (anted, p. 89) as to 
whether the Gypaetus which occurs in that country is G. barba- 
tus (Linn.), or G. meridionalis, Bon. (=nudipes, Brehm) ; and 
it may therefore be desirable to mention that Dr. Riippell refers 
the Egyptian bird to the latter species in his ‘ Systematishe 
Uebersicht, p. 3. 

With reference to another point upon which Captain Shelley 
expresses himself as doubtful, viz. the occurrence in Egypt of 
Haliaetus albicilla, I may mention that an immature specimen 
in the Museum of the Jardin des Plantes at Paris is marked as 
having been obtained in the “Desert of Suez,” and that an 
interesting description of the nidification of this species in the 
neighbourhood of Lake Menzaleh is given by Dr. v. Heuglin in 
his recent work entitled ‘ Ornithologie Nordost-Afrikas, p. 51. 

I am desirous also of supplementing Mr. Howard Saunders’s 
remarks on Aquila nevioides (anteà, p. 61) by the following 
brief observations :— 

I am indebted to the kindness of Mr. Saunders for a recent 
opportunity of examining his fine series of Eagles, and I now 
quite agree with him in believing the “ café-au-lait-coloured ” 
Spanish Eagles to which he refers to be immature specimens 
of Aquila imperialis, although when I first saw them I supposed 
them to be examples of Aguila nevioides in the first year’s 
plumage, from which they can hardly be distinguished except 
by their somewhat larger size. 

Mr. Howard Saunders, however, showed me a Spanish Eagle 
from Lord Lilford’s collection, which in my opinion is an un- 
doubted specimen of Aquila nevioides. Another Spanish specimen 
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of this Eagle is in the possession of my son, Mr. J. H. Gurney, 
_jun. ; and two others (which were described by Dr. R. Brehm as 
a new species under the name of Aguila adalberti) are preserved 
in the Museum at Norwich, as recorded by Dr. Sclater in ‘ The 
Ibis’ for 1865, p. 359. 

Mr. Saunders refers to the opinion entertained by some 
naturalists that Aguila nevioides is the same bird as that de- 
scribed by Pallas under the name of Aquila clanga. I have 
already stated my dissent from this opinion (vide Ibis, 1870, 
p. 69) ; and as I see no reason to modify the view which I have 
there expressed, I desire again to allude to it in the belief that 
a reference to Pallas’s original description will bear out the con- 
clusion on this point at which I have arrived. 

I am yours, &c., J. H. Gurney. 


Turin, February 26th, 1871. 

Sir,—Allow me to say a few words on two species of birds 
described by me, viz. Æthopyga lodoisia and Pitta berte. 

In Lord Walden’s article “ On the Sun-birds of the Indian 
and Australian Regions ” (Ibis, 1870, p. 35), his lordship unites, 
although with some doubt, my Æthopyga lodoisia with Æ. fla- 
vo-striata, Wall.! I can positively state that the two birds are 
quite different. I will only point out here that my bird has 
the underparts light grey, the tibie and the under tail-coverts 
yellow, while in the Æ. flavo-striata the underparts, the tibia, and 
the under tail-coverts, are uniformly blackish brown. 

As regards my Pitta berte, I see that Mr. Elhot (Ibis, 1870, 
p. 409) refers it to P. cyanoptera (I do not think that the name 
of P. moluccensis is at all adapted for this bird, seeing it has 
never been found in the Moluccas). If Mr. Elliot had had the 
opportunity of inspecting the type specimen, he would have 
seen that the principal differences between my bird and the P. 
cyanoptera consist in the colour of the crown, which is chestnut 
in my bird, and in the small white spots on the primaries, 
exactly like those of the P. bengalensis. These differences have 
been pointed out very clearly in my description; but it seems 
that they have been overlooked by Mr. Elliot, as he has not 
inentioned them. Several ornithologists who have seen my 
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bird, among whom are Monsieur Jules Verreaux, Dr. Sclater, 
and Dr. Finsch, have declared that my bird is not P. cyanoptera. 
I remain, Sir, yours &e., 
Tommaso SALVADORI. 


Magdalene College, Cambridge, 
25 March, 1871. 


Sır, —On a former occcasion (Ibis, 1865, p. 504) I expressed 
a belief that the Lagopus of Spitsbergen, first described by Mr. 
Gould under the name of L. hemileucurus, was identical with L. 
rupestris. I now wish to state that I have much doubt on that 
point, and that I am inclined to recognize its distinctness. 
Hofrath von Heuglin has within the last few days kindly sent 
for my inspection some birds’ skins collected by him in that 
country last year. Among these are three specimens of Lagopus ; 
and on comparing them with a tolerably good series of examples 
of L. rupestris from Greenland (L. reinhardti) and Iceland (L. 
islandorum), I find that the rectrices of all the Spitsbergen 
birds are so much variegated with white as fully to deserve the 
name applied by Mr. Gould, while those of L. rupestris are in- 
variably black, except in some cases at the tip. Furthermore, 
one of the Spitzbergen birds, marked “male” by Herr von 
Heuglin, though apparently fully coloured on the breast and 
back, is of a very different shade from any male of L. rupestris 
that I remember having seen. Under these circumstances I 
think that it is quite possible that L. hemileucurus is entitled to 
specific rank, though it is certainly more nearly allied to L. 
rupestris than to L. alpinus. 

I am, Sir, &c., ALFRED NEWTON. 


New York, March 13th, 1871. 

Dear Sır, —With reference to your paper on Psittacide in 
the last number of ‘The Ibis,’ I have some remarks to make 
regarding the specimens of Chrysvtis in my collection, and under 
examination from other sources. 

1. C. rarinosa (pulverulenta). The Costa-Rica specimens so 
called, I think Prof. Baird wrote me were C. guatemale—you are 
probably right in so referring them; but these and C. viridigenalis, 
spoken of under C. autumnalis, I want to examine before fully 
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stating what they are, though you are probably right. You 
err, however, in saying my specimen of C. farinosa from Panama 
is C. guatemala ; it was correctly identified, and I find it agrees 
with Finsch’s description in every particular—head green, edge 
of wing red, occiput fringed with violet, outer web of outer rectrix 
marked with blue. 

2. C. GUATEMALA, with a light blue crown, I have, from the 
city of Mexico. 

3. C. prapeMata. The specimen from Panama called C. 
viridigenalis is this species, agreeing with Finsch’s description. 
I see by my note-book that Cassin’s type of C. viredigenalis 
agrees with C. coccineifrons, as stated by Finsch. 

4. C. autumnauis. I have this species from the city of 
Mexico; it is also m Sumichrast’s collection from Tehuantepec. 
Baird tells me the species from Costa Rica called C. viridi- 
genalis is autumnalis ; probably he so informed v. Frantzius. 

5. C.rinscui. Specimens are in Sumichrast’s collection from 
S.W. Mexico (now in my hands); also in Grayson’s, from 
Mazatlan, and Xantus’s, from Colima. It differs from C. diade- 
mata in being rather smaller, of a lighter green, the feathers 
above and below with blackish margins; the front is dull deep 
crimson (in the other it is bright scarlet), the cheeks are light 
yellowish-green, the lilac edgings to the feathers of the crown 
are deeper in colour than those of C. diademata. The tail-feathers 
are without red at the base. You certainly misquote Finsch 
in saying, “the under surface without dark edgings to the 
feathers, and the base of the outer rectrix has a red patch.” 
He says just the contrary. 

6. C. LEVAILLANTI I have from the city of Mexico; speci- 
mens are in Grayson’s collections, made at the Tres Marias, 
and also in Sumichrast’s, from Tehuantepec. One specimen 
from the Tres Marias seems in unusually perfect plumage: the 
entire head and neck are yellow as far down as on a line with the 
bend of the wing—the front, cheeks, and throat pale sulphur- 
yellow, the remainder deeper in colour; the thighs and edge of 
the wing are also clear yellow, the flexure scarlet, the outer web 
of the outer rectrix edged with blue: this and other specimens 
have the yellow feathers of the neck more or less edged with 
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light scarlet. The majority of specimens I have seen have the 
yellow of the head less in extent. 

7. C. AaLBIFRONS. From Costa Rica, Yucatan (Schott) ; 
S.W. Mexico (Sumichrast) ; Mazatlan (Grayson). 

I have never seen C. auripalliata, C. coccineifrons, C. ochro- 
cephala, or C. xantholora in any of the collections I have had 
for examination. 

I am yours &c., 
Geo. N. Lawrence. 


[We have to thank Mr. Lawrence for calling our attention to the 
misquotation at p. 97; the passage should run, “and the latter (č. e. C. di- 
ademata) has the under surface &e.” 

As regards the Panama specimen called by Mr. Lawrence C. farinosa, 
we have only to say that, having identified the Costa-Rica bird called 
C. pulverulenta with C. guatemale, in the absence of specimens we could 
only refer the Panama bird called by the same name to C. guatemale 
also.—Eb. | 


The ‘ Zeitschrift f. d. gesammten Naturwiss.’ of Halle, for 
October 1870, contains an account of the forthcoming publica- 
tion by Professor Giebel of an important ornithological work, to 
be entitled ‘Ornithologischer Thesaurus.’ The MS. would appear 
to be in a forward state; and the general object of the work is 
not only to improve upon Mr. G. R. Gray’s useful lists, but 
also to treat of the systems of arrangement of families, genera, 
and species. The habits of birds, their distribution and ana- 
tomy, will also be touched upon ; nor will extinct and fossil forms 
be neglected. Prof. Giebel regrets the growth of “ species- 
making,” which is daily rendering the study of ornithology 
more difficult ; but we are disposed to attribute the system quite 
as much to the inherent intricacies of the subject as to the love 
which some ornithologists evince for the minute subdivision of so- 
called species. Should the ‘Ornithologischer Thesaurus’ fulfil 
the expectations held out in the notice given of it, it will doubt- 
less be a most valuable work. 


Mr. Stevenson’s subject grows in his hands, and the second 
volume of his ‘ Birds of Norfolk’ only brings him to the end of 
the Gralla—a fact not so very astonishing when it is considered 
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that more than forty pages are devoted to the account of one 
species, the Great Bustard ; but then it must be acknowledged 
that never, probably, was the history (in the literal sense of the 
term) of any species of British bird so completely given ; for, 
though ostensibly limited to recounting the sad story of the ex- 
tinction of that noble species in East Anglia, the author’s un- 
wearied diligence of research and somewhat discursive genius 
lead him to wander into giving many details respecting it, not 
only in other parts of England, but also in foreign countries. 
Mr. Stevenson is certainly to be congratulated on having ob- 
tained so much information respecting it from our predecessor 
and his brother, Mr. E. Newton, who, more than twenty years 
ago, began collecting materials for a complete monograph of the 
Bustard, and, so far as regards its former occurrence in the 
counties of Norfolk and Suffolk, must nearly have exhausted the 
supply. Other species are dwelt upon in detail, only inferior in 
interest to Otis tarda; but we cannot afford space to notice 
them further. We have only to remark that Mr. Stevenson’s 
second volume fully sustains the reputation acquired by the 
first, and the encomiums passed upon that (Ibis, 1867, p. 238) 
are equally merited by this. 


Mr. Sclater tells us that he has received letters from Dr. Adolf 
Bernhard Meyer, from Menado, in Northern Celebes, dated 24th 
Nov. 1870. Mr. Meyer, after announcing his safe arrival, states 
that he finds Menado so favourable a centre for prosecuting 
his zoological researches that he proposes to make it his head 
quarters during his stay in the East. 


One of our Members, Mr. F. Godman, has recently started 
on a visit to Madeira and the Canary Islands. He proposes to 
spend a few months there and to devote himself almost entirely 
to investigating the bird-fauna of those islands. 


Mr. Swinhoe, after his short holidays, is on the point of re- 
turning to his duties. On his arrival he will reside at Ningpo, 
a place to which he has only paid a passing visit during his 
previous sojournings in China. 


